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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   

Shipwreck – Acts 26-27

Series of trials – Sanhedrin, Felix and then Festus. 

The charges didn’t really make sense to Festus and he knew they weren’t really anything to do with the Roman law (25:19-20). However, in order to curry favour with the troublesome Jews he tried to get the trial moved to Jerusalem – the heartland of Jewish fervour. Terrible for Paul, and whilst he’s not afraid to die for Jesus he believes he’ll only get a fair trial away from Jerusalem and so he uses his trump card as a Roman citizen and appeals to have a personal hearing before the emperor Caesar himself, 25:11.
Before Festus sends Paul to Rome his boss, Agrippa, pays him a visit and Festus uses the opportunity to ask his advice about the Paul case. Agrippa says he’d like to personally hear Paul’s version of events, 25:22. The next day Paul is brought before him and once more Paul simply shares his story and the role of Jesus in it - basically shared the good news of Jesus with Agrippa, who wasn’t too impressed and questioned Paul’s sanity – 26:24. His conclusion was that though he might not agree with what he said Paul had certainly done nothing worthy of death or even prison, 26:21, but since he had made that plea to the ultimate court in Paul’svoyage to Rome – and what an adventure it was. He, together with two close friends, Luke and Aristarchus, along with several  other prisoners are put into the hands of a centurion called Julius and aboard a ship.   
Almost from the start the journey made slow progress. Show map with names: A change of ship at Myra, v6, didn’t make much difference. Day after day progress was painfully slow and soon concern was already being raised as to the wisdom of continuing and the captain decided to stop in the little port of Fair Havens. 

It was now late Sept, early Oct and accepted wisdom was that there was a limited window in which to be confident of making the journey safely (the latest sailing time was mid Oct) – the constant contrary winds suggested that the window was closing and they should lay up for the winter.  

Paul suggested that they should stay where they were, but the owner and pilot disagreed with him; they and the rest of the crew really didn’t fancy a winter in the little town of Fair Havens and decided to make for Phoenix which offered much better over wintering facilities 40 miles up the coast. When they feel a gentle southerly wind they see it as a time to make the short voyage to Phoenix. 

Let’s stop here a moment to note the reasons why they decide to sail: 
· Unsuitability of Fair Havens i.e.; it wasn’t what they wanted; 

· Lacked Security/protection

· Lacked Creature comforts (small town would offer little for the sailors in the long winter months?

· Circumstances seemed right - the wind seemed right
This is so typical of how people make decisions in life (and understandable, especially for a person without any thought for God). Nothing intrinsically wrong with those things even as Christians – no need to despise them, after all God has given us minds and faculties to use and he doesn’t always give us a bright light or a stand out verse from scripture. 
However, as followers of Jesus our overriding consideration should always be the bigger spiritual picture - kingdom issues and the Lord himself. Christian’s decision making should never simply be governed by comfort or circumstance alone. When our desire for security or enjoyment of creature comforts impacts our devotion to Jesus, on serving him and his church they stop being neutral and become a snare. 
So key questions to ask: Is it likely that this decision will help or hinder your walk and relationship with God? And what about implications for the rest of your church and spiritual family? What about the lost?

Back to Paul: The folly of chancing their arm and the decision to go with the wind soon proved to be seriously wrong! No sooner had they left the safety of the harbour than the wind changed direction and picked up to a classic N/E gale which drove them almost uncontrollably like a cork across the Med. This was one serious storm, which had even the experienced sailors giving up all hope of coming out of it alive. 
They had to tie the boat together with ropes and for 14 days all aboard lived in constant fear and dread - no idea when the end would come, when the fateful shatter of timber on rock would be felt heard. Everything possible was thrown overboard, every means of steadying the ship and slowing its wild career across the seas was used. Even Paul gave up hope – v20! Show map
All of which begs a question - Why is that that, given Paul was simply serving the Lord that it seemed so very difficult to do? Why did God allow Paul, Luke and Aristarchus to get caught up in such a life threatening storm, which would ultimately end in shipwreck? Why is it like that sometimes with us? 

Well even as we answer that there’s something very important to notice in the midst of it all - God knew exactly what was going on, he knew where Paul was and how he felt - v23-25.  ‘Do not be afraid’; he knew Paul had grown scared!  ‘You will get out of this alive’; words of God’s protection for him. God was, after all, in control of the situation. ‘God has given you the lives of all on board’. Tantamount to God saying ‘Your prayers have been answered’. Though Paul was scared, he’d still been praying, still been thinking of others as well. 

If God knew Paul’s circumstance and how he felt then you can be certain that he certainly knows yours! Take to heart his words and his promises. 

These promises from the Lord encouraged Paul’s faith; his fear went and in the midst of the storm, when everyone around him was failing he stood up and stood firm. He was able to encourage others.

This is the triumph of faith. This is what truly believing God’s word and promises does for us – regardless of our circumstances. You may not have a vision, but you have his written promises and they are just a certain and sure. He will be with you even to the end of the age; never leave you.

Sometime after this, maybe hours, maybe days we’re not sure, the voyage finally came to an end as the ship is driven onto a sandbank and breaks up just off the beach at Malta. Everyone, just as God had promised Paul, was able to make it to land. 

But still the question remains - Why? Why does God allow shipwrecks to come upon us when we’re doing his will? Part of the answer is found in something Paul had written earlier to the Xians living in Rome. Two years before he made this journey he’d written them a grand letter – ‘Romans’, in which he said to them that he had wanted to visit them many times but was ‘prevented’ - Rom 1:13. Something, or someone, was conspiring against his desire to visit Rome – and I believe that Paul has in his mind Satan was behind it. You see, Rome was the headquarters of so much of Satan’s rule on earth in those days so it stands to reason he would do all in his power to thwart Paul’s effort to go there – even to the degree of bringing a shipwreck! We shouldn’t rule this out in our lives also. 
But even so – and this is great – God overruled all this for good. Those sailing with Paul saw firsthand the truth of God’s word and the difference it made to Paul in difficult circumstances. Paul also got to reveal God on Malta – which he wouldn’t otherwise have done!

But we have to admit that sometimes we just don’t know the reasons, there seem no obvious explanations for what we go through. That was certainly Jobs experience; he had no idea what was going on or that he was playing a crucial part of a battle in the spiritual superpowers. Sometimes it must be the same with us and God simply asks, desires us to remain true to him – nothing more and nothing less. That is our calling. 
It’s hard – even Jesus found it so as he faced the cross, and he knew exactly what was going on. But for the joy that was set before him he ‘endured the cross, distaining it shame’, Heb 12:2. Tough as it was he knew, he knew that ultimately God's controlling hand was there, allowing it to go only so far, limiting it, controlling it, permitting much darkness and disaster, agony and bloodshed, but nevertheless solidly in control, undergirding and carrying him through. 
And it will always be so with us. and so to strengthen our faith lets share the bread and cup. Sing: Amazing grace Through many dangers, toils and snares, we have already come; 'Tis grace hath brought us safe thus far, and grace will lead us home.
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