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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Series name:
Sermon # in series:
Sermon Title: ‘Why doesn’t God seem to answer my prayers?’
Bible Reference: 2 Chronicles 7:14
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land”. 2 Chronicles 7:14
One of the most common, yet perplexing things as a follower of Jesus is the fact that sometimes he doesn’t seem to answer our prayers. We’ve all had the experience of praying for something and it hasn’t happened - for a loved one to get better but they didn’t make it, for a job – but it got given to another, for someone to change – but they didn’t, for children to be rescued by Jesus, but they haven’t been, etc, etc.
The question I’m often asked is ‘Why doesn’t God answer my prayer? Why doesn’t he, why didn’t he do something?’
Trust is that that is a very difficult question to answer and most of the time I think it’s impossible to give an answer and we have to fall back on what we know of God. 

What do we know of God – the God of the Bible? We know that he is good, he is wise, he is loving, he is powerful; we know he is not vindictive, judgemental, thoughtless.
Most importantly we also know that he has actually acted and answered our prayer for the biggest thing and in the most spectacular way: he has sent Jesus to die and rise again to rescue us from our sins, and that through him we are adopted and loved and treasured as God’s own children. That isn’t in dispute! Neither is it in dispute that because of God’s love to us in Jesus we will ultimately share in is heaven, we will have new undecaying bodies and minds, we will one day have all our prayers and wishes granted. That much we know.
With this in mind we should be very careful when we find ourselves wondering whether God actually loves and cares for us! If he hadn’t acted and loved us as he did, if Jesus hadn’t humbled himself to leave heaven and come to earth, if he hadn’t become one of us – forever – if he hadn’t been a child, lived as a man, if he hadn’t suffered so horribly and died an agonising death, if God hadn’t raised him to life we would have no hope for the future and would have no grounds to expect him to answer any of our prayers here and now. When we see what God has done, when we see the lengths he has been for us its tough really to maintain that he doesn’t care. And remember Rom 8:32 ‘Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, won’t he also give us everything else?
Which then makes the fact that sometimes he doesn’t answer or prayers all the more puzzling! 
There are actually many reasons why God may not answer the prayers a person makes, and the promise here in 2 Chron 7:14 is leads us down just one path. Other reasons are available!

Whose prayers does God actually say he will answer?

As with all we read in the Bible we need to look at the context, and as with any promise made by God, who is it made to? So v14 – ‘If my people …’. This it is a promise made to his people, those he had chosen and called, his special people. It isn’t a promise to everyone.
One of the criticisms people (unbelievers) make about God is that he doesn’t answer their prayers. They moan as if he’s under some sort of obligation to be at their beck and call when the rest of the time they ignore him and have no concern to honour or respect him. As far as I can see in the Bible God nowhere promises to answer the prayer of such people. He may do it – but that’s out of sheer grace and compassion, but he’s under no obligation. 
There is however a prayer that Jesus always, always answer for any person – that is the genuine prayer for forgiveness. He will forgive anyone who comes to him through Jesus and genuinely and humbly seeks his forgiveness and desires to come into his kingdom to get the benefits of being one of his followers by living by his rules. “God so loved … that whoever believes …’. 

But that exception aside, God’s promises are to his people, those who come to him through Jesus, who believe, who humble themselves to be willing to follow him as Lord and master of their lives.

And that brings us Full Square to this promise: “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land”.

What’s happening here? What situation is God envisaging? Though the day he spoke was a day of great celebration and undiluted dedication and delight in God, He knew his people wouldn’t always feel and live on those heady heights. Time would come when devotion waned, when obedience dwindled, when they would go back to old ways. 
This would bring inevitable consequences for the blessings of heaven, the blessings of God can only be expected when his people walk in his ways. If they don’t then they cannot expect to experience and enjoy his favours. He would shut up heaven for rain or command pests to consume the drops that did grow, or illness. 
Here’s the thing then – the big lesson, the big take away for us this morning: There’s a connection between the way we live and treat God and his help in life! The reality is that that you cannot ignore God, disobey God and still expect his help, protection, blessing. This was true in the OT and continues to be the case in the NT
The expression God uses in the OT was ‘my people’ – in the NT the relationship deepens as he talks about adopting us into his family, he calls us his children, and speaks of himself as our Father. What a wonderful thing that is – but it’s a two way thing! It’s a wonderful privilege to be adopted into the family – but just as no human father gratifies the wish and want of his child regardless of his behaviour so it is with God. Listen to Jesus in John 15:17 - "But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be granted!" Remain = stay, continue – it speaks of relationship and obedience. Or ‘Dear friends, if we don’t feel guilty, we can come to God with bold confidence. And we will receive from him whatever we ask because we obey him and do the things that please him. And this is his commandment: We must believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as he commanded us.’ 1 Jn 3:21-23.  It’s clear isn’t it – if we know we’re doing the right thing, if we don’t have a guilty conscience then we can come to God and pray and be confident that he’ll hear our prayers. And he ties this clean conscience specifically to both our trust and respect for Jesus AND the way we treat others. So, whilst we may be trusting Jesus if we’ve fallen out with someone, hurt them, been unkind, if we hold a grudge, if we’re bitter or resentful then we cannot really expect God to answer our prayers. And if you doubt me then look at what Peter said – ‘In the same way, you husbands must give honor to your wives. Treat your wife with understanding as you live together. She may be weaker than you are, but she is your equal partner in God’s gift of new life. Treat her as you should so your prayers will not be hindered. 1 Peter 3:7 
So, whilst there may be reasons we are cannot know why God isn’t answering our prayers what we’ve discovered in these passages is that there are some things, attitudes to God and others which if we do will seriously impact the likelihood of God answering us.

It was John who we just read said - Dear friends, if we don’t feel guilty, we can come to God with bold confidence. What about if we do feel guilty? When we recognise that it is possible that God has shut up heaven because of the way we’ve treated him or other people there are 4 things to do, according to 2 Chron 7:14 The remedy for unanswered prayer (when 2 chron 7:14 appiles)
1. Humble yourself: Admit your pride, your resentment; your sin, your disobedience to God, your lack of respect, etc, etc; don’t excuse it, don’t justify it – own your mistakes and faults. 
2. Pray – Wd means to God back to God and ask his forgiveness. Not just feeling bad or regretting what we’ve done but actually, properly, saying sorry to him. Admit to him, confess to him, own up, say sorry and ask him to be merciful to you and forgive you. 
3. Seek my face – This is a step further, not just saying sorry, but is about relationship; it’s about wanting to be with Jesus for who he is, getting with him and not just doing religious things. Sometimes ‘religion’ can be our biggest enemy – it blinds us to lack of relationship with Jesus. Might be helpful to ask yourself – why do I go to church, why do I read Bible, why do I pray? If the answer doesn’t include ‘because I delight in Jesus’ or similar, fairly high in the list then something is wrong. He doesn’t want your presents, he wants your presence, he wants your heart, he wants you. He delights in you. So seek his face, start to delight in him again.
4. Turn from wicked ways. That means actual, practical change. Stop doing things that are wrong, things that are unhelpful, things that are selfish, things that harm us, and start to do things that are right, thoughtful, things that benefit. Even down to what we watch, eat, read, how we spend our time. It’s about our priorities – what we put first, what is most important to us. And this is often pretty practical – Eating well, resting well, exerciseWhy pray for health if you don’t care for your body? ‘Lord help my heart’ – well, exercise, eat less fat, etc! ‘Help my relationship’ – are you actually doing all you can? 
The promise – 2 Chron 7:14-15

 If the problem is that we have let sin into our lives, if we have neglected the Lord, etc, and we put that right then God promises 3 things - 
· I will hear from heaven – he will listen again. Of that you can be sure. You can rest with that, even if you don’t see something happen or get the answer you want. If you’re genuinely walking as closely with the Lord as you can then you can be sure that he’s eyes are on you and his ears open to your prayers. Actually you’ll probs find that your prayers start to change – Ps 34:4 Take delight in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart. That’s the best way to get your prayers answered! 
· I will Forgive sins - 
· I will Heal land – He’ll put right what had gone wrong. Your land is your life not your body. He’ll be working and he undertakes to put things in such a way that you’ll be able to be happy, content, fulfilled. Not maybe with the things you’d have liked, but you’ll be able to say ‘Ok Lord – I’d like them, but I’ll be happy without them. You will know peace and joy and contentment – and those are the greatest gifts in life.
Motivation: Look at the cross. Look at what he’s done for you
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