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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” Luke 22:31-32
 ‘The Gospel’ – the good news of Jesus really is such a wonderful thing! Not only is it about God’s love to us, his gift of faith, his taking our sin – freely and completely. But it also has this wonderful truth that having chosen called and saved us he continues to act on our behalf to ensure that those he saves he also keeps. 
There are many places where we read of this. Hebrews 4:14-16. ‘Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin….. .’ Encouragement of that – he’s there for us, working for us as H/P. Consequence – ‘Therefore we can come boldly to the throne of grace to find help …’
Likewise Rom 8:34 is superb - it says ‘Who then is the one who condemns? No-one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us’. Circle it in your Bibles! He is interceding for us – he’s praying for us. 
And that verse and this one in Luke remind us just why we need him to do this for us – we have an enemy of our souls that is bent on damaging, hurting or even destroying our faith and witness if he can.

I think that these days we probably have a tendency to downplay the reality and influence of Satan in our lives; but this passage is a stark reminder of just how real and antagonistic he is towards us who try to follow Jesus. 

1. The reality of Satan – Jesus speaks of him as a real person, real entity. It might not be fashionable to believe in a real, personal Satan, but Jesus clearly did. If Jesus did then so should we! We know from Gen – Revelation that he is both evil and powerful. We should not limit him and should not ignore his reality, nor excuse or reason everything away – we have a very real, and powerful enemy. We are not only children called into God’s family, but let us remember that we’re also soldiers called into God’s army!
2. The limitation of Satan: ‘Satan has asked to sift you’. He couldn’t do just whatever he wanted – even Satan is ultimately under the authority from God; he can only do as much as he’s given permission to do. Remember Job? 
But this asking here is nothing nice or polite – it’s much more a demanding. But let’s think about this – 
a. What he demanded/asked – to sift them; to see what they are really made of. Think of sieving to get rid of water and retain the good, or flour/gravy to get rid of the lumps; soil to remove stones. Basically he wanted to try them and see what remains. Interesting, that’s what trials and testing do – it shows up what is good. Fiery trials refining the faith – 1 Peter 1. Satan of course always wants to test to destruction, he expects nothing to be left at the end of the day; whereas God purposes it for refining, to make us better. Joseph – you meant it for harm, but God meant it for good!
b. Who he wanted to sift All of them - the ‘you’ in v31 is plural, not singular, so not just Peter. Imagine Jesus looking round with his finger ‘Satan wants to sift you, all of you...’
He’ll sift all of us, no exceptions. No good keeping your head down, out of sight. Some of these disciples we know little of – but Satan wanted to sift them none the less. Yet certainly there were some, that were more vulnerable, and desirable to Satan, than others. And Jesus knew that hence - 
‘Simon Simon’. Note the repeat – emphasis. What he’s about to say his hugely important and he wants Peter, especially to hear it and know it. Simon was the leader, he was also quite arrogant – as seen in his reply – v33! Maybe Jesus knew that unless he spoke directly to him he wouldn’t take him seriously. 
c. When he asked – at their most difficult, vulnerable - even whilst Jesus was suffering for their sins Satan would using the opportunity to be sifting, undermining, creating fear and doubt, etc. 

He kicks when we’re down. It’s usually how he works – because he’s limited in power he has to take his chance when they arise. Tired, feeling sorry for self, feeling victorious.

So much for Satan! Over and against him is Jesus, and this is the important bit! Satan has desired to have you, to sift you, ‘BUT I HAVE PRAYED for you!’  
3. Jesus Supremacy (greater than Satan!) ‘BUT I have prayed for you’ – Satan can ask what he likes, but Jesus is Lord and it’s his call as to what Satan can do. If he prays for us that makes everything OK and safe. Clearly it doesn’t mean that no tough times will come, or that we won’t make mistakes – look what happened here – Jesus was still arrested, Peter still denied his Lord. But that was as far as it went for Peter for the moment the cockerel crowed he knew exactly what he’d done and regretted it; he wept, he repented. He was sifted – so were the others. A load of chaff was found – but at the end of the day a lot of good and faith remained. They were not totally shipwrecked. No credit, no thanks to them for sure – but all down to Jesus prayers!  Jesus prayers were effective for Peter and so they will be for you. They have to be or his plans and sacrifice are in vain.
Jesus promised that his sheep would be preserved and never perish. “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand” - John 10:27–28. The reason for this is that God will work to preserve the faith of the sheep. “He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” Philippians 1:6. Ultimately it isn’t simply about us; it’s about him; him keeping his word, him keeping you safe, him protecting you, him working on your side, helping, protecting, defending you.

You see, what is also apparent in this little incident is 
4. Jesus control: In this maelstrom, this crisis Jesus knew exactly what was going to happen and was in total control. None of this was taking him by surprise. We know a) that he gave himself into his arrestors just a short while after this. B) Peters response to the warning - v33, and Jesus response in reply v34. ‘I tell you Peter … ‘; or I like the way the NLT puts it ‘Peter, let me tell you something ….! Throughout this chapter we see Jesus in total control: Passover (v7-22) – he knew exactly what was happening and about to happen (hand in bowl, etc); as the disciples argued - v24–30 he was in control; Peter in these verses, and then v36-38 as he explained to the 11 what was about to happen. Jesus was in control – even as everything seemed to be falling apart. 
5. Jesus instruction to Peter – for some reason ‘behold’ (watch out’) in the Gk is not in the NIV. But he tells Peter to look out, be careful, be aware. I guess he addressed Peter because he knew his cockiness and vulnerability, which he probably didn’t see as a weakness! Not something everyone struggles with – often the other way round; but in this case – be careful, watch out ‘So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall!’ – 1 Cor 10:12. Finally: 
6. His prayer for Peter. Though Satan had asked to sift all Jesus prayed specifically for Peter. What did he pray for? That his faith might not ‘fail’ – and it didn’t. Though he failed miserably, the prayer of Jesus preserved him from utter ruin. Jesus knew what would happen, he knew he’d fall and deny him, so he even prepped him as to what would happen – the cockerel would crow, and he would be restored.
No excuses for Peter, but that cockerel must have sounded like a bell in his head. In that instant he knew, oh how he knew what he’d done and he deeply regretted it. 

How grateful we ought to be that Jesus helps us and watches over us, ever when we don’t help ourselves. Should be a constant theme of our thanks that he keeps us, even when we don’t keep ourselves! 
Point in all this? Jesus knows our every weakness, our mistakes don’t take him by surprise. Instead he’ll use them – ‘when you’ve turned back, strengthen your brothers’. And if you read Peter’s letters that exactly what he does. Jesus doesn’t just sit and condemn us (though he might), he says get up, dust yourself down and go again! He waste our mistakes but uses them for good.

So much then here to encourage us. The wonderful reassurance that it’s Jesus that keeps us, holds us safe. He’s in heaven praying for us – we’re not in this alone. Etc. 
This material is copyright ©2011 Whitton Baptist Church and is licensed under a		 �HYPERLINK "http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/uk/"�Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 UK: England & Wales License�











