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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 13th August 2017
Series name: - 
Sermon # in series: - 
Sermon Title: ‘Let him kiss me …’
Bible Reference: Song of Solomon 1:2
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
'Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth - for your love is more delightful than wine.' Song of Solomon 1:2
Song of Solomon is sometimes not the most comfortable part of the Bible to read! As a song of love between the bride (the beloved) and her husband (the lover) it’s a bit intimate in places isn’t it! It’s enough to make a sensitive person blush. Indeed for many centuries it was banned for minors by the Jews! 

As a song of love it traces the hopes and fears, the fluctuating tensions and contentment, the ecstasy and the anguish of this couples powerful relationship. 

But this is no semi erotica; it’s lasting and real value for us is best understood when we see it (I believe as God intended us to) as a picture of God’s love and relationship with his people, or more specifically, between Jesus and his bride the church, and vice versa. 

But even seeing it in that way it can be uncomfortable – dare I say, even more uncomfortable. For it describes a passion, a desire, a relationship that seems a million miles away from what we often experience spiritually; it speaks of a spiritual passion, an ardour for Jesus which some feel uncomfortable with. It speaks of what the old saints used to call ‘experiential’ religion; even the most cursory reading shows that this is not really about head knowledge or understanding of the Bible or merely a mental assent or belief in God or Jesus! There is something deeper here; something more personal, yes more intimate and vulnerable. It describes a level of relationship beyond the norm and experience of what most of us live in most of the time.

And that’s sad! For we are made for relationship with God, made for friendship with him, made for relationship with God our creator just as much as we were for each other. Made for a friendship so deep, so satisfying that we desire nothing and no one else. It’s reflected in the 1st command – ‘You shall have no other Gods before me’. Because of sin that tends to be read negatively – he’s stopping us having enjoyment and contentment elsewhere, or whatever. Actually it’s gracious because God knows that greatest rest, satisfaction and peace is when we are living and walking in relationship with him. Think of Adam and Eve – before sin – friendship, fellowship, peace and joy in God’s presence. Afterwards? Fear, embarrassment, etc. God wants to reverse that. Far from limiting enjoyment God wants to expand it – and because he made us he knows that we are most satisfied when we are most satisfied in him. 

Let’s think about this verse - 'Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth - for your love is more delightful than wine.'
We have 2 things here – a) the desire and b) the motivation
1. The Desire: 'Let him kiss me'
a. The Person Desired: 'Let him kiss me'. The desire of the ‘Beloved’ is just one person –There is one object of desire here – it’s ‘him’! She’ll be satisfied with no one else; he is her one desire. No substitutes, no one compares. 

Any relationship where this exclusivity of desire is not there or is lost is in trouble. At a human level this is something to check! It’s just as true spiritually. Some come to faith without this – it’s more fear of hell that drives them to Jesus. That’s OK – but it must not stay at that point – fear of hell really must give way to nobler emotions at some time. Appreciation of his love for us, of the cost he paid to save us from Hell, his faithfulness, his patience, etc, etc must grow to breed a profound sense of gratitude and love as we get more understanding. 

If this doesn’t happen then even genuine believers will get lured away by lesser things. Paul described Demas drift from ministry in this way – he left because 'he loved the present world'. Either that or they will be ruled by fear, guilt and law – not a good place to be! Important that we do all we can to keep Jesus as the focus of our attention and desires. 
Good to ask ourselves - 'where and what is the desire of my heart at the moment?', 'What are the things that I give my attention to?' ‘What are the things that I want to spend my time with? 

b. The Person doing the Desiring: 'Let him kiss me'. There is a longing here for a very personal touch, a personal blessing, a personal connection with the Lord. ‘Let him kiss me’. Old song ‘Pass me not, Oh gentle saviour – see words on separate sheet) 
One of the wonderful things about the Xian message is that it is so personal. This is a desire that each of us can have. Not simply, kiss our church or my friends, or whatever, but me! Each of you are special, saved individually, not just en-mass. He called you personally, individually, by name. No favourites with him. No one to bad or unimportant. 

Satan will tell you that you have no right to pray a prayer like this. 'You have been too bad; you don't deserve it; you're not important enough, old enough, significant enough.' Rubbish! Look at what beloved says in v5 – Dark I am, yet lovely. In other words, she’s been out in the sun, not classically lovely in that culture – yet she knew the lover loved her! Prodigal son.

c. The thing desired: 'Let him kiss me'. Quite simply the bride wants the love and affection of her husband, she longs for a demonstration of it and not just words! She desires not simply to feel love for him but also to feel his love for her! 
And this is one of the things God the H/S does for us. Rom 5:5 says 'God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.' Notice this 'into our hearts!' Not our heads, not our text books, but our hearts! The heart in the Bible is the seat of the emotions; this is an experience thing! In Romans 8 God tells us this - 'you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children'. Rom 8:15-16. (Note the last phrase!) May God grant that we’d all know this – if you don’t then ask him, seek him, ask for the kisses of his mouth – or in words and expressions you are comfortable with! Don’t limit your enjoyment of your inheritance!

[This is often a tough one for men who may not be so good at emotions. But we’re not talking about emotionalism, etc here. We’re talking about assurance, feeling cared for, loved, protected by God. This is your birthright and needn’t just be something you believe by faith. If you don’t feel it then do believe it by faith. But don’t leave it there!]
2. The incentive: 'For your love is more delightful than wine'
It’s evident from past experience she knew what it was like and wanted more of it! She'd tasted, she'd experienced the joy, delight of his love and wanted more of it.  

For the Christian also, who has once tasted & experienced the deep and personal love of Jesus nothing else compares to it. ‘Taste and see that the Lord is good’ - Not settling for 2nd best after you’ve tasted the wonderful wine of God’s love. Mark James. ‘Your Lord oh Lord has ruined me, for everything but your glory; I’m running for your love, your river is a flood that satisfies my soul. I’ve nothing in this life – my joy and my delight – you satisfy my soul.’ 
If you’re missing the kisses of God’s mouth what can be done? 

a) Repent of any sin! [it’s one of the big blockers]
b) Seek Him! Not the experience, but Jesus himself, his fellowship and friendship. 

c) That means going to the places where you’ll meet him – like the Bible, fellowship, prayer, books (biographies!), etc. Not just standing with hands out waiting for some feeling! 

d) Keep seeking: Love is not easily put off, so ASK - 'How much more will he give you the H/S'. 

If you really desire God in this way, really desire to know this assurance of his love then keep at it! If you've known it before and want it again, then tell him. If you've never known this, but have heard of it or read about it, then tell him you want what you've heard he gives! Don't settle for second best - for nothing compares to him!

'Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth - for your love is more delightful than wine.'
Sing: 
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