‘Look here is water, why shouldn’t I be baptised’ Acts 
Look at what was going on:

· Ethiopian – good, honourable, religious man (Where had he been and why? What does this tell us about him and his attitude to god?)
· However – truth was that he didn’t understand the Bible! He was reading it but he didn’t really get what it was on about. He was reading the prophet Isaiah – the OT, and didn’t know what it was about. 
· Philip started there and explained that it was actually all about Jesus. That’s who this mysterious passage was about (it became clear once Jesus was here, and lived and died, but the Eth hadn’t seen or heard about Jesus.  (Lots of people exactly the same today, have read the Bible, but don’t understand – hence they think it’s gibberish. Problem is that they don’t realise that it’s all about Jesus! It’s compounded by the fact that often they start from a premise of disbelief rather than open mindedness. Thus they see the problems not solutions.

But start to bring Jesus, and the big picture in and it starts to make sense! 
We can only guess at the conversation in the chariot – but to explain he would have almost certainly have gone back to the very beginning (like we have in or Masterplan series) and explained 
· fall, sin, promise of a seed to crush Satan’s head.

· Call of Abraham and God’s Promise to bless all the world through his seed (singular)

· Sinai covenant with Ab’s descendants and the law to guide them in God’s ways

· Blood sacrifices to make amends for when they broke God’s law

· But that these never did finish the job, deal with sin completely. Repeated & temporary.
· Promises of blessing when they got into promised land, and warnings should they forget or neglect God

· Rejection and fulfilment of the warnings of consequences
· promises and growing expectation of a rescuer. 
· Jesus – 
· born where and how fulfilling the prophecies 
· did the things they were expecting rescuer to do (open the eyes of blind, heal the lame, leprous healed, deaf hear, dead and raised). 
· Yet he died – and as he did it was exactly as God had said through Isaiah in the passage the guy was reading
He is the one then, says Philip. He is the one to get you right with God, once and for all; he is the promised one, the Christ, the one to follow. If you really want to be right with God and honour him then accept Jesus as his messiah, trust him to deal with your sins and start to follow him.

As Phil explained the light came on in the Eth’s mind and heart (bit like with David Parker) – it all made sense and he says ‘I can see it, that makes so much sense. What do I do then? I doubt Philip went straight to baptism – for always in the Bible baptism comes AFTER something else. 
Yes, God has done all this in Jesus – but first step isn’t simply becoming convinced that Jesus was a good man/teacher or even that he was sent from God in fulfilment of the big plan in the OT. There’s something more specific, more personal, more seismic than that. Let me explain: 

A few weeks before Phil had this conversation with Ethiopia’s chancellor of the exchequer another group of people had come to the same realisation about Jesus. Their question then was not ‘why shouldn’t I be baptised?’ but was rather ‘what must we do to be saved?’ and to them the answer was simple – and it’s the same to us all – ‘Repent and be baptised’. Acts 2:38
‘Repenting’ was and is always the first thing – [show 180 about turn] it means to turn around, means to stop doing whatever you have been doing that offends God. Whatever you do, don’t just carry on the same! Doesn’t mean become religious and go to church, read Bible etc. Good as they are they do not save a person. 
No, repenting is about the way we treat God. It’s about starting to put him first – in my thinking and actions. So sure, that will inevitably mean something will stop – things which you know displease God; they will be replaced by things which do please God. 

It means saying sorry to God and asking Jesus to forgive you; and it means from that day starting to follow Jesus, doing things his way. Yes, it’s a complete about turn – 180 degrees. It really is about putting God first in your life, above all else, and following his son Jesus, learning from him and letting him shape your life. It will affect, it must affect, everything thing – every decision and attitude. 
That is where the Eth got to – he believed and he repented (not told what he said or how!) so now he asks about the baptism bit ‘here’s some water – why shouldn’t I be baptised?’ ‘I’ve believed so why not be baptised?’ Of course you should – stop the carriage. There and then he was baptised. Didn’t wait until he got home to his family – his baptism was more than a witness (though he’d have had officials with him to see it!) – it was a matter of obedience to Jesus. He understood that this wasn’t an optional extra for later, this was an integral part of becoming a proper Christian. This was a statement of intent to Jesus, a point of total surrender and dedication.

This begs a whole lot of questions for us – all of us! Let me ask those of us who have been baptised - 
· Your baptism was a day of declaration and a day of decisive commitment to Jesus. How is it now? Let the H/S search your heart – are you still as committed and determined as then? Is he still first in all things? Or have other things started to rival his place in your heart, diary and affections? Good things, legitimate things – but things which are not God? Does he get the left-over time, the left-over energy, the left-over support and involvement? Put it this way, if he came back, or called you today, what would he be saying to you? What would you be feeling? 
As we look at the baptistry this morning I want you to reflect on your walk and commitment again and if necessary get it right.

Others of you - you know you believe in your heart, but you’ve not been baptised! What is it that stops you? Why shouldn’t you be baptised? Lots of excuses: 

· Don’t know enough/not been a follower long enough 
· Too old
· Not necessary – can be a Xian without being baptised. 
· True, but why would you be? Why be a follower but not want to follow!

· Been done as a child

· Hmm, lots say that – but what happened to you as a child is different to believers.  baptism that Jesus expects of his followers

· I don’t like to be the centre of attention. That’s honourable, but does it trump Jesus command? 
· I’ll be embarrassed – ‘Ashamed of Jesus, sooner far, let evening blush to own a star …’

· I worry I might not be able to keep it up (Better go low and under the radar that way when I mess up no one knows and Jesus isn’t 

None of those trump the clear command of Jesus – and the blessings that come from it. Some people wonder why, having trusted Jesus they don’t seem to ‘feel’ any different. How can you have the full blessings, how can you expect the father and son to come and make their home with you if you don’t keep the simplest and clearest command – to be baptised as a follower of Jesus? You’re not properly dressed as a believer without it! 
