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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart

My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. Mark 4:36
Felt strongly led to this passage so let’s see what the Lord wants to say to us through it.
1. ‘They took him along’ – 
The journey across the lake was his idea, but he let the disciples ‘take’ him. The norm was for a disciple to follow their master; like a shepherd he would lead them. Here, though he takes the lead in setting the destination he put himself into their hands to do the hard yards for him, whilst he got some rest.

But that doesn’t mean that he does everything for them! He doesn’t jump into the boat and grab the oars or pull up the sail whilst telling the others to jump in. No, he wants to get to the other side and he lets the disciples carry him there. They were, after all more than capable of doing that – they were the boatmen after all! So two things here
a. Partnership with Jesus – he graciously asks and allows us to work with him in the work of the gospel. He even entrusts himself to us in a sense – they took him over there, he just sat back and slept! He could have walked across to where he wanted to go - he did on another occasion, but it wasn’t the norm. His usual way was to use ordinary means to do his work.
Thus he had called the disciples to walk and work with him and he worked through them. He does the same with us also. He’s called you to be his disciple - to walk with him, to learn from him and to work with him. His calling is not primarily to help us, protect us and enhance our life; He called us to work with him – and for him to work through us. Just like the I’s in the OT were called to be his special possession that through them salvation would come to all peoples. Sure, there was great blessing in that for them, but that wasn’t the first reason for him calling them. It was to be light and salt for him in a dark and perverse world. It follows then that there is also 
b. Responsibility on the part of disciples. So easy for a follower of Jesus to slip into the mistake of thinking that he’ll do things for us and make our life easy, give us short cuts, when actually he says ‘No, you do it’! Partnership is about responsibility. It isn’t about him doing everything for us. What I mean is this - sometimes believers pray in such a way as to suggest they are asking for a miracle in order to save them hard work. ‘Lord, give me patience, give me strength, help me do this or that’ – as if we’re waiting for some wonderful blessing to float down from heaven. Actually he says ‘be patient, be forgiving, be gentle, be longsuffering and be kind’, etc. Those things are commands we have to obey, not to ask him to do for us! And as we do it we’ll find that he gives us the strength to do it. 
2. ‘They took him along.’ – he had placed himself into their hands so to speak, but they only took him where he had asked them to go – cp v35 ‘lets go to the other side’
a. We should not presume to take Jesus where he would not want to go! We have the H/S living in us and in a sense therefore we take him, the Spirit of Jesus, wherever we go – we ought to ask ourselves the question ‘Is Jesus happy to be here, in this environment?’ In life group we were chatting about the places which years ago were seen as places of sin – Xian’s shouldn’t go there. Actually it’s not about labelling places, it’s about what happens there, what is the pervading ‘spirit’? Is it anti God, does it help or hinder Gods work and how does the H/S feel? Does he enjoy it there? 
Bros & Sis’s have a thought for Jesus! Does he enjoy being with you, the places you go, the company you keep? The things you listen to, the conversations you have, the things you look at, the things you do. Do you really want to take him there? If not don’t go there! 
b. We have a duty to take him where he wants to go!  And where is that? Acts 1:8 – to be his witnesses in Jerusalem, Samaria and the ends of the earth. 
· Jerusalem is about our local community – as a church and as individuals. Communities are more than geographical. Very often these days it’s more to do with networks. We may live in a place, but not know the people around us, but have a network, a Jerusalem, that covers a wide area. Work, online, or family. Jerusalem is about taking Jesus to the people around you – wherever that is. He wants us to take him there so he can work and speak through us.
· Samaria – that’s the area around, a bit further away. For the disciples it would mean getting out of their comfort zones, leaving what was familiar – it would involve a bit of effort and cost. Not just speaking as opportunities came up, but going out of their way to make contacts (Like Jesus in Jn 4!)
This means for us that we can’t just wait for people to come, but as is people he wants us to take him to place we’re not taking him. What is your Samaria? What is our Samaria? It might be little more than intentionally taking him out to The Crofts or the Dales areas. It might mean joining with others to get him known in wider Ipswich or Suffolk? Let’s ask him where our Samaria is
· Ends of the earth – This is about taking him to people who’ve never, ever heard. This is about Global Mission. We may not be able to do this personally, but by watching and praying and sharing and giving we can help with this great task. It isn’t an option, it’s an obligation we have. An obligation to be involved one way or another - Go if you can, stay if you must! Read, watch, pray without ceasing. This is the great task, for Jesus won’t come back, despite all the scaremongering of wars and rumours of wars – he won’t come back until the message about him has gone out to every part of the world. If you want him to come back quickly then the best thing is to get involved in world mission and get the elect in!
I can’t leave this without noting 2 other things. I’ll not open them up but mention them and leave you to take it further if you wish!

3. ‘They took him along’ and yet still encountered such a storm that they thought they were going to die! 
4. ‘They took him along’ – and he slept through the storm – or would have had they no woken him up. The splashing water, the frightened shouts of the men didn’t disturb him. How come? How could he sleep in such drama? He slept because he knew he was immortal till the Father time had come – and he knew it wasn’t yet so why worry? Father was watching and caring, he couldn’t let him die until the time was right.
So it is with you! Father is watching – and not a shaft shall hit till the god of love sees fit. You are immortal til your work on earth is done. 

May God speak these words to our hearts and strengthen us as we carry him out with us to wherever we go and help us to be faithful to him in all things. 

Prayer
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