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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart

My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Feeding the 5000 – John 6
Anyone know the unique thing about this miracle? It’s the only miracle recorded in each of the gospels! That immediately tells us that in God’s mind there was some things here he really wants people to know!

1. The mission of Jesus

I start with this because I think it’s the easiest to miss. There was a widespread belief that when the longed-for Messiah came the miracle of the wilderness manna (bread from heaven) would return! (2 Baruch 29:8 – Jewish writing about the same time as Matthew). In providing bread in this way Jesus could hardly have made a clearer statement about who he was! He is saying that he is that king, the one they were waiting for!  
This explains the reaction we read of in Jn 6:15 where John says ‘Jesus, knowing they intended to come to make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself.’ The people were indeed getting it! They knew what he was saying – but at the same time they misunderstood it! His time hadn’t yet come, and he wasn’t going to be the sort of King they expected. His kingdom, God’s kingdom was no longer going to centre on a certain ethnic group or particular part of the world. It never really had been about ethnicity, it had always been about the people of faith – but through what he was about to do the door would be open for all people, wherever they lived. His kingdom was a spiritual one, where people followed him as Lord and King of their hearts. For this reason he simply couldn’t risk them trying to make him king of a smaller localised kingdom. That was not what he was about at all! 
2. The power of Jesus 

The thing we teach the children from a young age is that this is a wonderful example of the power of Jesus. It’s a quite staggering thing that he did. 

This is highlighted by the fact’ that it is set against the total inability of the disciples to do anything to provide. ‘You feed them’ he had said – but they thought this was ridiculous! How could they possibly do that, it was impossible. 
Often we might look at the task he asks us to do in taking the gospel out and feel that it’s beyond us, we just cannot do it! We look at 
· The size of the task – so many people! 

· Peoples disinterest

· The deadness of people’s hearts

· Our own sense of little ability 

But the key is not in us but in Jesus. What did Jesus need to feed this crowd? Just the 5 loaves and two fish given by a young boy. Utterly crazy really – what good was that? It was laughable! But it was enough for Jesus then and it’s enough for Jesus now. He doesn’t ask us to do what we cannot do – just to do what we can do, give what we can, to make available what we have – AND HE’LL DO THE REST! 

All he asks for, all he needs is for us to say ‘Lord, here I am, use me’. Be willing to give the gifts he’s given you – your testimony (just start talking!), share what you like about church and being a follower of Jesus. May be something like committing some time to prayer, for a particular ministry in the church, or something as practical as some money to enable things to be done. Might not be much, but that’s not the point! The point, the big take away from this parable is the power of Jesus.

3. The Person of Jesus 
This miracle led into Jesus explaining that miracle was not just a demonstration of compassion or his power but more fundamentally it was saying something about himself – he wasn’t just the provider of the bread, he was the bread – the bread of life 6:35. 
He is the one that gives us eternal life and who sustains us. In him, in receiving, trusting, believing and trusting him, daily, we have true and lasting satisfaction. No more striving and working and blind hoping for acceptance by God – but simply by letting the bread do its work! 

a. Enough for all – everyone in this miracle was fed, with left overs! This is meant as a lesson that in Jesus there is rescue for any and all who will ‘eat’. Young and old, strong and weak, rich and poor – he met and continues to meet the need of all 
b. There’s also a hint here of the Lord’s supper. On the night he was betrayed Jesus would say very clearly ‘Take and eat, this is my body given for you’ – where we actually, physically, eat the bread, the symbol of the body of the Lord. Every time we take the bread in communion we are reminded and are saying that Jesus is the bread of our life. He is our sustainer, that we are as dependant on him as the Israelites were the manna in the desert. It is only by him and through him that we have any hope. 
And this is what brings me to what I believe is actually the Lord’s main takeaway for us this evening – the need for us to feed on him, and how we do that. 

Let me take you back for a moment to the bookends of this miracle – what Jesus did immediately prior to and immediately afterwards, for this is what particularly caught my attention this week. John simply tells us that Jesus has crossed the lake and the crowd followed him, but Matt tells us why Jesus crossed the lake – he’d heard the news of the death of JB and wanted to get alone, away from the crowds for a while.
He did the same after he’d finished the miracle – He went up to the mountains, and on many other occasions as well. He needed time alone, he needed time with his father, he needed to be strengthened and spiritually replenished and that couldn’t happen in the crowds. He couldn’t pour from an empty cup! 
If Jesus needed that then how much more us! 
i. This miracle, as we’ve said, has the OT manna as it’s backdrop. The manna came with the dew each morning; much later in Hosea the Lords says that He will be ‘like the dew’ to his people (14:5). The Manna was what kept them going, it sustained them – but it came ‘like the dew’ and that’s really important to notice. Dew forms at night, in the stillness; dew doesn’t form when there is wind or heart. It must be still.
If we are to feed on Jesus, our bread of life, then there is a necessity that like Jesus we take time to be still, to rest our minds. We cannot feed on him like we get a takeaway McD’s – eating on the run. The dew doesn’t form in the business and bustle. If we’re to properly be sustained and not merely saved by Jesus, if we’re to get the most out of our life of following him, if we’re to enjoy the full benefits and experience the ‘life to the full’ he promised then it won’t be done running at 100mph! Isaiah 30:15 says ‘in quietness and trust is your strength’.
So, both the example of Jesus to get alone at certain times, and the lesson behind of the multiplying bread miracle directs us to make time to feed our faith, to take time, unhurried to go a feed on the bread, feed on Jesus, to dwell, to rest, to wait on him and for him. Get out of the storm of the rush of life, turn off the phone, clear the diary – to feed on Jesus is the most important thing. Sunday is good – but even Sundays can be rushed with so many things to do and people to see. During the week it’s not always possible every day, but we need enough time alone, out of the heat of the day, in the still hush quiet so that the dew of Jesus word can form in our hearts.
You cannot pout from an empty cup! We need to time to get refilled
ii. And in getting time and focussing on Jesus we need to trust him, truly put our faith in him - then our minds will be stilled and at rest when we go out again to face whatever crowds our life and demand our time. As we turn and fix our eyes on him and not the problems, worries, demands, business, as we fix our attention on him and feed on him and actually believe who he is, what he has done, will do, is doing, THEN we will be strengthened and rise up to live as victors. It’s in his strength, in faith in him, not in ourselves thinking that because we’re Xians we can do it. We can’t – we’re still weak – but with him and though him we can! 

Sing and then time for quiet as we put it into practice

Sing: Dear Lord and father
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