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Sermon Title: God’s promise to give us all things

Bible Reference: Romans 8:32
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart

My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
‘He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all’ - Romans 8:32a

Do this bit during/before communion:

1. He who did not spare his own son ….. 
This is speaking about God, what God has done. It’s the whole theme of Romans – what God has done and it’s impact on us! 

In this wonderful book, this has to be both one of the most beautiful and one of the most staggering statements. ‘He did not spare his own son’. The son, the most beloved to God, so close, so united in being and purpose – but he did not spare him. Surely there is pain here! This surely was not something done lightly, easily and without pain on God the Fathers part. 
What didn’t he spare him? God the Father did not spare Jesus (God the Son) the darling of heaven, the horror, the desolation, the grief, the pain of bearing our sin AND bearing and taking his wrath.

He didn’t spare him by putting on him just the little sins, the white sins, the somehow lesser things. No, in that cup that Jesus took in Gethsemane was every sin – the good, the bad and the ugly. The abuse, the lust, the paedophilia, the murder, the torture – they were all there, full strength, nothing taken out. Nothing excluded to make it a little easier. 

He didn’t spare him by putting on him just a few of our sins – no it was all of them, every single one. He laid them all, the big and bad, every single one. No wonder Jesus asked if the cup could be taken from him! 

Neither did he spare him the full force of his holy wrath; he didn’t tone it down because of who was taking the lashing. There was no thought at the last moment he’d put a substitute in his place (as with Ab on Mt Moriah). So great is his love, so great was his desire to save us, He didn’t say ‘I can’t do this to my son’; and neither did Jesus plead for mercy or leniency after he’d got through Gethsemane. No, together they went the whole way, no short cuts.

2. ‘….. but gave him up for us all’
Gave him up literally ‘handed him over’, like a prisoner from one custody to another, or like serving a legal document on someone. 

The cross was never not something that was forced on God the Father – but something he did, willingly. He gave Jesus into the hands of his enemies. Peter made exactly this point in his famous Pentecost preach – ‘This man was handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men put him to death on the cross.’ Acts 2:23.
‘For us all’! Who is this ‘us’? It’s the ones referred to in v28 those ‘who love God’, it’s those who he foreknew and predestined to become like Jesus, it’s those he called and justified (declared innocent). This is what God has done for us – and God is for us – ‘If God is for us …..’. v31. John 3:16 says that God ‘God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son …’. So there is a sense in which God is for the whole world. Because he is for the world and for mankind he wanted to make sure it had a future, and that people had a future, that the pinnacle of his creation did not become extinct. 
And so he showed his love by sending his son for whoever would believe so they would be saved. It sounds like it’s up to the person, but then once inside the door of salvation we discover that we actually only believed because God first loved and chose and called and predestined us to be like Jesus. We find that it was all his work after all! We discover that he didn’t spare even Jesus in his quest to save you, the one he had chosen and set apart from eternity past; he gave him up for you.

Now with that in mind come lets come and share the bread and cup and remember this incredible, wonderful self-giving love, of God putting on Jesus our sins. Let us weep and mourn as we see our saviour there. But let us rejoice with joy unspeakable that this sets us free, reconciles us to him – that now we are his children, adopted into his family. Then afterwards we’ll look at the second half of the verse and see one of the consequences of what God has done

Bread and wine

There is of course a second part to the verse – you may have been reading it as we shared the bread and cup! It says this ‘how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?’ Romans 8:32.  
Here is the great reassurance as we go out into the new week – if he’s given us Jesus then how much more will he give us everything we need! It’s an argument from the greater to the lesser. Since he’s given Jesus for us he will give us everything.

Everything? Really? What’s that about? Can I can ask for anything and he’ll give it to me? Well yes he will – if you need it to do his will; if you need it to fulfil his purpose in your life, the purpose for which he predestined and called you! That’s what the everything is! 
And what was that? He predestined us to be conformed to the image of his son – v29. God’s great eternal purpose for you is that you become like Jesus, that you become holy in reality and practice and not just in declaration by God!  

Sometimes we agonise over what God’s will is for us – but really t’s very simple! It is to be like Jesus! It’s not so much about where we work, what we do, where we live, what car we drive or even what church we go to and how we serve there! It’s about becoming like Jesus – simples!
It really doesn’t matter what else you do this week as long as long as you’re doing the things Jesus would like, saying the things he would say and behaving in a way Jesus would behave. And if you’re doing that then you can go out tonight with total confidence that whatever happens, wherever you are, however you are treated, however difficult or troubling things may be this week - he will give you everything you need to help you be the person he has called you to be. The rest doesn’t matter – lovely if you have it maybe, but health, security, finance, doesn’t really matter in the end, for they are not the things that last for eternity. 
So, let’s go out with confidence -  because you are his, is child, who he loves, who he bought at incredible price. And if God before you, who can be against you? If he didn’t spare Jesus but gave him up for you then you can rest assured he’ll take care of the lesser things that follow. 
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