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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Sermon Title: ‘The Battle is the Lord’s’
Bible Reference: 1 Samuel 17
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
The Battle is the Lord’s - 1 Sam 17 
Possibly the best known story in the Bible. It’s become part of everyday language – ‘It’s a real David and Goliath encounter’.

It was so one sided it was unbelievable! It should never have been allowed; it was cruel to even put him up to it wasn’t it! Poor Goliath didn’t stand a chance really did he! Him, a puny 25st, 9ft tall giant, put up to fight against the might of the Living God!
Yet for a month he’d come out challenging Israel to a 1 v 1 winner takes all contest. It has become a bit of a daily ritual, a bit of a war dance really – Goliath goes out from one side, the army of Israel as one going out from the other. Goliath bellows his challenge and as one the Is army steps back and not one will step forward. To a man they consider that nothing can be done; none willing to take the responsibility on their shoulders – not even the king, especially the king! Crippled by fear, fear of losing, fear of letting the country down. None of them with the confidence to take Goliath on.
Then David arrives with supplies for his brothers, who have already left the tent with the rest of the army for the daily war dance with Goliath. So he finds them near the ‘front line’, where he then gets his own first encounter with this man mountain called Goliath.

But his reaction is completely different to the soldiers; he is open mouthed with amazement at their reaction and immediately asks what’s going on. As it’s explained to him he learns that Saul is so desperate for someone to go and fight the giant that he’s offered all kinds of financial incentives- v25! But not even the offer of marriage to the princess, huge wealth and tax exemptions for all the family for life will tempt anyone to volunteer for what they think is a certain suicide mission – and one that would write them into history as the man who cost the Israelites their freedom for the next however many years.
David is indignant! For him it’s like ‘Does no one understand what’s going on here’? Goliath isn’t just ridiculing the Israelites, he’s insulting and taunting God. But more than that – this giant is a philistine, he calls him ‘uncircumcised’ – that just another way of saying that he isn’t one of God’s people and therefore doesn’t have God with him. And THAT’S the crucial thing. He might be a man mountain, 25 stone, 9ft tall and covered with armour, but he doesn’t have God – where as the Israelites do! 

And this was the big picture David saw, but which sadly the soldiers and Saul didn’t. They saw the problem and thought ‘No way’. David saw the problem and thought ‘Oh yes’. On one side we have the power of a 9ft, 25st man and on the other we have the power of the God who made the heavens and earth and who controlled all things simply by his say so! A little one sided wouldn’t you say! 
Had the Soldiers forgotten this? Evidently – but David hadn’t! ‘He's lived with the living God all his life. He's sat out on the hills, watching the sheep, looking up at the sky reflecting on the wonder of God's creation. He's sought God's help time and time again when he's been faced with wild animals, lions and bears, who have threatened his sheep. And he's seen the way God has protected him and given him victory over those wild animals. So he looks across the valley at this giant of a Philistine and he sees just another man who opposes God and who'll die at God's hand in the end’
.
Do we/you sometimes suffer from the same amnesia as these men? Forgetting whose we are and who we are?  Do we forget the power and grace and majesty and loveliness of the one we serve? We are not just ‘The Church’ we are ‘God’s church’! You are not just a Christian, you are God’s child. You have God on your side, working for you, promised to you,; he’s watching and waiting and will do anything necessary for your good. You’re not in this alone – he has an army of angels ready to help if necessary! This isn’t just naïve, this is the truth, the fact of the matter. Let us not forget who we are, what we are and who we serve.

David will have nothing to do with Saul’s armour and goes out to meet Goliath with nothing more than a stick in one hand and a sling with five stones ready (I like that he took 5 stones – he’s human after all!). Now its Goliaths chance to be outraged – ‘Am I a dog that a mere boy comes against me! That’s an insult. Come here and I’ll give your body to the birds!’ 
But David is having nothing of it and he simply throws the insult back at Goliath as he walks towards Goliath. His words are the key to understanding the significance of the incident for us , “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” 1 Sam17:45-47
The whole point of this is that it really isn’t about David, it’s about God; it’s about what God can do, about God’s power. Poor Goliath never stood a chance really. Read history, read the Bible and you’ll find that God always wins, no one ever withstands him forever. Empires rise and fall, leaders defy him and shake their fists, but they crumble and fall and lie as dust in the grave of history.
Conclusion: This is both the great encouragement and the great challenge for us. Gt encouragement personally, in our own lives. This God is our God; he is your God. You face great challenges, great temptations, great opposition from within and without. ‘But your God is greater, your God is stronger, your God is higher than any other! Your God is healer, Awesome in power, your God’ 
Great encouragement in our church life. Here we are – the Lord’s army (You did know that you’re a soldier didn’t you?) and before us we see arrayed the forces and arguments of unbelief. How on earth do we convince? How on earth do we persuade? How on earth, in the face of seemingly overwhelming odds and obstacles can we ever hope to win? Easy – we trust God. It’s not about us, it’s about him. If God could use David, armed with just a stick and a sling, to topple Goliath, then what’s to stop him using you and the ‘weak’ and ‘feeble’ weapons you have – the weapons of faith and prayer and God’s word!

The challenge is for us to step out and trust God. It’s not about being clever or persuasive or cool or skilful it’s about God working. Remember this well – ‘It is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” 

But you see God needed David to be willing to step out and face the giant. Will you? Will you be a David, will you be a person of faith? Will you step out and say ‘Enough is enough’? 
Pause of response and prayer

There was another who went out against a giant. His name was Jesus. David was a prototype of Jesus, just as we can say that Goliath was a prototype of Satan! Satan has the whole world trembling in fear of him and of death like the Israelites of old, and we are powerless to defeat him. But what we cannot do for ourselves, Jesus has done for us. Like David, Jesus went out from his father into the battlefield. He too was ridiculed and mocked; he refused to fight using the worlds weapons, he chose the path of sacrifice and love. And he too, with the giants own weapons, cut off his head – in dying he defeated Satan, and in rising from the dead it was like he chopped of his head and holds it up for all to see. 
Now we’re going to remember our great victor – and as we do may we find ourselves gladly lining up to fight with him and for him.

Sing: 
Stand up stand up for Jesus
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